Surveillance in cholangiocellular carcinoma.
Cholangiocellular carcinoma is the most frequent malignant neoplasm originating from the epithelium of intra- or extrahepatic bile ducts. In the past decades, the incidence of cholangiocarcinoma has been shown to increase while overall mortality has remained high with an approximate 5-year overall survival below 20%. Surgery remains the only curative option while systemic treatment is limited to palliative chemotherapy. Therefore, surveillance strategies for patients at risk of developing cholangiocarcinoma are urgently needed, particularly in patients with primary sclerosing cholangitis and patients infected with liver flukes. Here we summarize the currently available data on surveillance of risk populations and methods for the detection of cholangiocarcinoma.